
 

 

HINDUISM.  The Indian religion Hinduism has been called the 

oldest religion in the world; practitioners refer to their religion as 

Sanātana Dharma, ‘the Eternal Way’, which hints at the idea that                          

its origins lie beyond human history, as revealed in the Hindu texts. 

H induism includes a range of philosophies and is linked by shared 

concepts, rituals, cosmology, pilgrimage to sacred sites and textual 

resources that discuss theology, philosophy, mythology, Vedic 

yajna (offerings), yoga, agamic (tantric) rituals, temple building etc. 

H induism prescribes honesty, forbearance, self-restraint, virtue, 

compassion; the goals of human life are dharma (ethics/duties), 

kama (desires/passions), karma (action, intent and consequences), 

artha (prosperity/work) and saṃsāra (cycle of death and rebirth). 
H induism has no religious authorities, prophets, or a holy book.                                      

 

see also  VEDANTA 
 

Hindu deities are the dozens and hundreds of gods and goddesses 
like Deva, Ishvara, Brahma, Vishnu, Lakshmi, Shiva, Parvati etc. 
These deities have distinct and complex personalities, yet are                                   
often viewed as aspects of the same Ultimate Reality … Brahman.                                          
.                                 

_____________________________ 

HOLOCAUST.  I watched Steven Spielberg’s movie about the 

Holocaust, Schindler’s List. It is the most powerful movie I have 

ever seen. The portrayal of suffering and the depiction of the Nazis’              

atrocious, callous disregard for human life are devastating.                    

But I am compelled to look further. There have been many geno-

cides and holocausts: of Tibetans, Cambodians, Native Americans, 

African tribes, Kurds, Rohingyas, Armenians, Australian Aborigines; 

are Palestinians - robbed of their land - to be counted among them?                          

W ith the Holocaust in mind, how does one grasp the veneration                       

by Zionist settlers of a man who murdered Palestinians while they 

were at prayer?* How does one fathom a religious leader’s utter-

ance of “one million Arabs are not worth a Jewish fingernail”?**                                                  
 

 
 

*The Cave of the Patriarchs massacre in 
1994, perpetrated by Baruch Goldstein;                         
**Rabbi Yaacov Perrin, in his eulogy for 
Goldstein, who was killed after his deed.                                 
. 

At this point it must be said that Islamists’ 
(i.e. Hamas’) statements to the effect of,                             
‘the state of Israel must be destroyed and 
removed from the map,’ are as detestable.                               
.  

Zi·on·ism (political) 
 

The movement to establish and nurture      
Israel in a two-state Palestine, to counter-                            
act the discrimination and hounding of 
Jewish people (as supported by Einstein).                          
. 

Zi·on·ism (religious) 
 

The colonialist, racist, discriminatory reli-
gious Settler movement, claiming Palestine 
‘promised by God’ to the Israelites, the ‘Cho-
sen People’, to the exclusion of Palestinians.                         

I support political Zionism (being of German descent, born in 1947) but - alongside                            
Albert Einstein (see his ‘God Letter’ in the appendix) - I abhor religious Zionism 

 

Is·lam·ism 
The undemocratic, militant Islamic move-
ment with the aim to install an Islamic                       
state, where religious leaders have politi-                                   
cal authority while applying sharia law.                                   
.                           

see also  SCRIPTURE 
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